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2 “Removals” are generally colloquially referred to as “deportations.” However, “deportation” can also be used in 
referencing someone “returned” at the border (i.e., “He was deported by the Border Patrol in Texas”). Also of note, 
deportation” does not have any specific legal meaning.   
	 5	
undocumented	individual	in	an	attempt	to	apprehend	him3	(Evans,	2009).	There	are	witnesses,	often	children,	and	other	individuals	who	“appear”	to	be	undocumented	are	arrested	as	well	(Mendelson,	Strom,	&	Wishnie,	2009).	These	raids	exemplify	many	aspects	of	the	current	state	of	immigration	law	enforcement,	including	the	shift	from	border	enforcement	to	the	apprehension	of	“criminal	aliens”	(“Fugitive	Operations,”	n.d.)	in	the	U.S.	interior,	collaboration	with	local	law	enforcement	officials	(Khashu,	2009),	a	disregard	for	constitutional	rights	of	undocumented	immigrants	(Chiu,	Egyes,	Markowitz,	&	Vasandani,	2009),	an	ever-expanding	limit	to	the	spaces	safe	from	immigration	law	enforcement,	and	dehumanizing	rhetoric	that	justifies	a	wide	array	of	enforcement	actions	often	rooted	in	racial	profiling	(i.e.,	“collateral”)		(Chavez,	2013b;	Heyman,	2014).			This	immigration	law	enforcement	occurs	amid	other	challenges	faced	by	Latinos,	such	as	language	barriers,	racial/ethnic	discrimination,	and	social	support	networks	already	spread	thin	and	marginalized	from	traditional	forms	of	institutional	support	(Southern	Poverty	Law	Center,	2009;	Viruell-Fuentes	&	Schulz,	2009;	Zhang,	Hong,	Takeuchi,	&	Mossakowski,	2012).		Yet	despite	the	volume	of	Latinos	apprehended	in	the	interior	of	the	U.S.—and	the	violent	methods,	such	as	immigration	raids,	used	to	apprehend	them—	little	work	has	considered	the	health	implications	of	immigration	enforcement	practices	on	the	individuals	who	experience	this	enforcement	and	the	communities	in	which	they	live.	The	current	dissertation	addresses	this	gap.	Specifically,	I	aim	to	raise	awareness	and	advance	understanding	of	the	health	implications	of	immigration	law																																																									
3 Masculine gender pronouns (“he,” “him”) are traditionally used in English as gender neutral, but research has 
shown that they are more likely to elicit images of a male figure than a female (Gastil, 1990; Moulton, Robinson, & 
Elias, 1978). I use “she” as the gender-neutral pronoun in an effort to combat these stereotypes (Silveira, 1980). 
However, there are exceptions, as seen in the current case.  Because immigration law enforcement patterns are 
highly gendered, there are instances in which the feminine image is non-representative of the phenomena being 
discussed. For example, because the vast majority of deportees are men, I use masculine pronouns to discuss 






















































Homeland	Security	Immigration	and	Naturalization	Services	(INS)	Department	 Department	of	Homeland	Security	(DHS)	Rough	Equivalent	 Primary	function	Services	 U.S.	Citizenship	and	Immigration	Services		(USCIS)	 Oversee	lawful	U.S.	immigration	Inspection	and	Border	Protection	 U.S.	Customs	and	Border	Protection	(CBP)	 Enforce	immigration	laws	at	international	U.S.	borders	Investigations,	Intelligence,	Detention,	and	Removal	 U.S.	Immigration	and	Customs	Enforcement	(ICE)	 Enforce	U.S.	immigration	laws,	mostly	in	interior	of	the	U.S.		
2.4.1	Immigration	enforcement	in	the	U.S.	interior.		The	focus	on	threat	and	national	security	contributed	both	to	increased	border	militarization	efforts	and	a	steep	increase	in	interior	enforcement,	or	the	use	of	policing	strategies	designed	to	find	“criminal	aliens”	within	U.S.	borders	(Golash-Boza,	2012).	As	seen	in	Table	2.2,	there	has	been	a	steady	increase	in	deportations4,	with	a	few	exceptions,	since	1982,	peaking	in	2013	with	about	438,000	(Simanski,	2014;	United	States	Department	of	Homeland	Security,	2014).	This	increase	in	deportations,	that	pre-dates	9/11,	suggests	that	anti-immigrant	sentiment	is	not	new	(Heyman,	2014).		
																																																								





























































































































































































































































































































































































6 Because I did not collect birthdays, I am not able to discern ages at the time of the raid. Thus all ages 








































































































































































































































































































9 All officer’s names are pseudonyms with the exception of Sheriff Jerry Clayton and Derrick Jackson 








































































































































10 Much discussion revolved around Fernanda’s (and other’s) reports of the SWAT team “echando gas” as 
they raided the taller. In fact, her statement that gas had been thrown became an example of how those in 
the raid exaggerated the violence that actually occurred.  It seemed as though at least some of the 
discrepancy came from issues of translation, as “gas” could be interpreted to mean a liquid, and “echar,” 
which literally translates to “throw,” creates an image of one pouring a liquid gas onto the floor. Of course, 
it is highly unlikely that SWAT agents literally through gasoline on the floor. Yet the word “echar” in 
Spanish is also used in a variety of colloquial expressions in which there is not literally anything 
thrown/tossed/projected, and the Spanish word “gas”, like the English word, does not necessarily imply a 
liquid substance. One attorney, as well as a representative from the WCSO, said that the smell of the gas 
was likely from a “flashbang,” probably following the burning of the incendiary used to trigger it. It was 
odd to me this explanation—a flashbang over throwing liquid gas—was thought to somehow be more 






















































Sample	Characteristics	of	EBV	Participants,	N	=	476		Measure	 Full	sample	 Before	raid	 After	Raid	 X2	/	t	value1,	p	value	N	 476	 325	(68%)	 151	(32%)	 	Women,	%		 57.4	 60.0	 51.7	 2.9,	p	=	0.09	Age,	years	(SD)		 36.6	(13.7)	 38.4	 32.9	 4.10,	p	<	0.001	Education,	years	(SD)				 12.0	(4.4)	 12.2	 11.6	 1.37,	p	=	0.17	Time	in	US,	years	(SD)	 15.3	(10.9)	 15.3	 15.3	 0.00,	p	=	1.0	
Time	in	Washtenaw	County,	years	(SD)	 9.1	(7.6)	 9.9	 7.5	 3.19,	p	<	0.01	Self-rated	health,	mean	(SD)	 3.6	(1.1)	 3.6	 3.4	 1.9,	p	=	0.06	Born	abroad,	%		 84.3	 87.2	 78.2	 6.0,	p	=	0.01	Children	in	home,	%	 54.4	 55.9	 51.4	 0.8,	p	=	0.36	In	a	relationship,	%	 62.9	 63.3	 62.0	 0.08,	p	=	0.78	Language	factors,	mean	(SD)	 	 	 	 	How	well	do	you	speak	Spanish?		(1	-not	at	all	to	6-excellent)	 5.2	(1.2)	 5.2	 5.0	 1.61,	p	=	0.12	How	well	do	you	speak	English?	(1	-not	at	all	to	6-excellent)	
3.9	(1.7)	 4.0	 3.7	 1.71,	p	=	0.09	






































































































































































































14 Referring to one’s children by their genders (e.g., “the girl”) or their age (“la chiquita,” the little/young 
one) is not uncommon in Spanish, and this phrasing carries with it more tenderness than the English 














































15 Here, the English translation falls woefully short of capturing the emotional content of Fernanda’s 
words. While “I stopped breastfeeding him” is the correct translation for “le quité el pecho,” the literal 
translation perhaps better expresses the active and deeply personal and physical nature of what Fernanda 
was experiencing: “I took my breast away from him. I took my breast away from him because the milk was 







16 When an undocumented individual is detained, he is often offered the opportunity to “voluntarily depart” 
from the U.S., also referred to as “signing a voluntary departure.” When an individual voluntarily departs 
from the U.S., he generally does not proceed to a court hearing and nor receive a bar placed on seeking re-
entry into the U.S., as there is following a deportation (United States Citizenship and Immigration Services, 




17 Generally speaking, an immigration judge may not find it necessary for a detained individual to remain 
in custody, if, among other factors, the individual is 1) not a flight risk, 2) not a danger to the community, 
and 3) not a national security concern. In this case, the detained individual will be released on bond that 
someone out of detention, usually a family member of friend, can deliver the funds to the ICE office.  If the 
individual released on bond attends all court-mandated sessions, attends the removal hearing, and, if 
deported, leaves the country, the individual who paid the bond will get her funds returned. Those who are 
not released on bond, or those who do not have the funds to pay the bond, remain in detention until their 





















18 Arturo told me that this traveling training team was called the “SWAT Team,” which was, given the 








19 As I describe in detai in the next chapter, following the REAL ID Act, expired driver’s licenses in the 
hands of Latinos were read by officers as signs of deportability, as it was only those without social security 
numbers who could not rendw their licenses. A similar phenomenon occurred with the Washtenaw Health 
Plan following the implementation of the Affordable Care Act (ACA).  Eladio, a family physician I 
interviewed in subsample 3, told me that after the passage of the ACA, “Everybody gets transitioned over 
to Medicaid but most of my Latino patients are still having Washtenaw Health Plan and can’t get 
transitioned over to Medicaid because they’re not legal here.”  Thus, a Latino in possession of the 
Washtenaw Health Plan can similarly be interpreted to mean that the owner is undocumented and ineligible 
for health care coverage through the ACA. Latinos in mixed-status communities must decide to what extent 














20 While it seemed as though Frida believed that Francisco’s undocumented family members were 
purposefully avoiding the ICE office in which they would have to pay Arturo’s bond, the reality is that one 
must be a citizen or have a visa to pay an immigration bond. This does not change the point Frida was 
making, however: she was in the position to interact with certain institutions because she had a visa, while 



















































































































































































21 Or at least, some findings that emerged were unexpected to me.  Other members of the Latino mixed-
status community would have been able to describe at length that which I found surprising, which again 
highlights the privilege of my social position as a citizen and an individual who has never experienced a 
























































25 I appreciated the irony that undocumented Latinos can use proof that they are contributing to the U.S. 
economy (by working illegally) to avoid immigration enforcement. Much work has considered the 
acceptability of undocumented Latinos as exploitable labor. As De Genova (2004) describes, “The legal 
production of ‘‘illegality’’ provides an apparatus for sustaining Mexican migrants’ vulnerability and 
tractability – as workers – whose labor-power, inasmuch as it is deportable, becomes an eminently 

















26 As I discuss in detail in the next section, given the number of institutions that now request IDs, the 
regulations around which IDs are acceptable and when is unpredictable, inconsistent, and often comes 
down to individual discretion from institutional representatives.  It was not clear to what extent the 































































Cold November night, on a Sunday on the 9th 
around a quarter to midnight if memory is precise 
Ann Arbor PD, responded to the scene 
In less than 60 seconds life became a bad dream 
(They) forced through the door, two shots her body hit the floor 
15 feet away DEAD, AURA was no more 
Her boyfriend screamed in agony “what is this all for!? 
They didn’t have to shoot her,” he would further implore 
The basis of a problem one can no longer ignore 


















28 By listing fieldwork along side the names of the Black men and women killed by police or who died in 
police custody, I in no way suggest that any experience in which I was engaged is symbolically notable for 
the movement. Rather, I list periods of fieldwork in the timeline so that the reader may better understand 
the growing weight of tension between the police and Black communities during the time in which the data 
were gathered.  
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Table	8.1		
Timing	of	Killings	of	Black	Men	and	Women	and	Fieldwork	with	Law	Enforcement1	Year	 Month/day	 Name	of	victim	 City	 Video	footage	2016	 9/20	 Keith	Scott	 Charlotte,	NC	 No2	2016	 9/16	 Terence	Cutcher	 Tulsa,	OK	 Yes	2016	 8/28	 Paul	O’Neal	 Chicago,	IL	 Yes	2016	 7/16	 Alton	Sterling	 Baton	Rouge,	LA	 Yes	2016	 7/6	 Philandro	Castile	 St.	Anthony,	MN	 Yes	2015	 11/19	 Ride-along	4	2015	 8/16	 Ride-along	3	2015	 7/13	 Sandra	Bland	 Hempstead,	TX	 Yes		2015	 7/19	 Samuel	DuBose	 Cincinnati,	OH	 Yes	2015	 5/8	 Ride-along	2	2015	 5/5	 Ride-along	1	2015	 4/25	 ENPACT	meeting	2015	 4/19	 Freddie	Gray,	Jr.		 Baltimore,	MD	 No	2015	 4/4	 Walter	Scott	 North	Charleston,	SC	 Yes	2014	 11/22	 Tamir	Rice	 Cleveland	OH	 Yes	2014	 11/10	 Aura	Rosser	 Ann	Arbor,	MI	 No	2014	 10/20	 Laquan	McDonald	 Chicago,	IL	 Yes	2014	 8/9	 Michael	Brown	 Ferguson	MO	 No	2014	 7/17	 Eric	Garner	 Staten	Island,	NY	 Yes	2013	 11/7	 Raid	on	Santiago’s	taller	and	apartment	2012	 2/26	 Trayvon	Martin	 Sanford,	FL	 No	1Fieldwork	with	law	enforcement	and	raid	are	shaded	in	light	gray		2	No	video	has	been	released	for	the	killing	of	Keith	Lamont	Scott	as	of	Thursday,	September	20,	2016		 	In	many	regards,	Washtenaw	County,	with	an	area	of	720	square	miles	with	a	population	that	includes	359,000	residents,	13%	of	whom	a	Black	and	5%	of	whom	are	Latino	(United	States	Census	Bureau,	2015)	was	ahead	of	the	curve.	The	WCSO	had	attended	to	the	relationships	between	law	enforcement	and	minority	communities	of	color	—via	forums,	discussions,	and	individual	meetings—for	some	time,	and	I	was	able	to	observe	many	of	these	engagements	during	the	fieldwork	period.	Much	of	the	concern	for	race	relations	in	the	County	can	be	attributed	to	the	
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Sherriff	of	Washtenaw	County,	Jerry	Clayton29.	Sherriff	Clayton,	a	Black	man	in	his	40s,	was	elected	to	the	position	of	Sherriff	on	January	1,	2009,	after	working	with	the	WCSO	for	20	years.	Between	about	2006	and	2009,	when	he	was	elected	to	Sherriff,	Sherriff	Clayton	spent	three	years	in	private	industry,	where	he	served	as	the	Vice	President	of	Lamberth	Consulting	(“About	Washtenaw	County	Sherriff	Office:	Administration,”	2016).	Lamberth	Consulting	provides	“statistical	analysis,	training,	and	engagement	services	focused	on	addressing	racial	profiling	and	biased	enforcement	in	the	United	States	and	Europe”	(“About	Washtenaw	County	Sherriff	Office:	Administration,”	2016).	Thus,	Sheriff	Clayton	was	elected	to	his	position	as	Sherriff	of	Washtenaw	County	with	expertise	in	cultural	diversity	and	the	prevention	of	racial	profiling	in	police	forces,	and	joined	the	13%	of	Sheriffs	nationally	who	identifies	as	a	racial	minority	(Provine	&	Lewis,	2014).	I	observed	Sheriff	Clayton,	most	often	dressed	in	a	suit	and	tie	instead	of	his	law	enforcement	uniform,	at	community	events	throughout	Washtenaw	County	that	focused	on	the	challenges	of	minority	communities.	I	provide	an	example	of	Sheriff	Clayton’s	participation	in	notable	community	activities	below.		In	November	of	2014,	about	a	year	after	the	11/7	raid,	Sheriff	Clayton	gave	a	compelling	speech	at	the	County	Clerk’s	Office	when	the	County	Commissioners	would	ultimately	vote	in	favor	of	the	Washtenaw	ID,	a	photo	ID	available	to	all	residents	of	Washtenaw	County	discussed	briefly	in	Chapter	6	(“Washtenaw	ID	Project,”	2016).		Sherriff	Clayton	passionately	expressed	his	support	for	an	ID	accessible	to	everyone,	referencing	the	challenges	his	own	grandparents	faced	as																																																									
29 I use Sherriff Clayton’s real name, as he is an elected official and therefore a public figure. He also has 
given me permission to do so.  
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older	Black	Americans	who	lacked	federally	recognized	identification.	I	later	saw	Sheriff	Clayton	at	Eastern	Michigan	University	discuss	implications	of	President	Obama’s	My	Brother’s	Keeper	initiative	in	Washtenaw	County.	Numerous	times,	Sherriff	Clayton	met	with	WICIR	representatives	to	discuss	the	11/7	raid,	international	driver’s	licenses,	and	other	concerns	of	immigration	advocates.	He	had	also	previously	stated	that	he	would	not	enforce	immigration	law,	and	his	department	was	discussing	the	use	of	body	cameras	before	the	revived	national	call	that	came	in	the	wake	of	Michael	Brown’s	and	Eric	Garner’s	deaths	(Freed,	2014;	Moran,	2014),	or	the	brutalization	of	Rodney	King	two	decades	earlier	(Bibring,	2016).				 When	Sheriff	Clayton	was	not	at	an	event	(and	sometimes	even	when	he	was),	his	Director	of	Community	Outreach,	Derrick	Jackson30	often	was.	Derrick	held	an	undergraduate	degree	from	Eastern	Michigan	University	and	a	Master	in	Social	Work	degree	from	the	University	of	Michigan,	often	was.	Before	Derrick	worked	at	the	WCSO,	he	worked	at	OZONE	house	in	Ann	Arbor	with	runaway,	homeless,	and	at-risk	youth.	I	spoke	with	Derrick	many	times	over	the	course	of	my	year	of	fieldwork	(as	well	as	before	and	after)	and	often	had	the	privilege	of	hearing	him	speak	at	public	events.	Whenever	he	spoke,	Derrick	left	audiences	hypnotized	by	his	engaging	stories	and	sincere	desire	to	serve	minority	communities.	He	spoke	specifically	of	his	time	“on	the	block”	and	vulnerably	shared	how	he	struggled	to	form	his	identity	as	a	Black	man	in	a	neighborhood	where,	as	he	put	it,	selling	drugs	represented	the	peak	of	success.		At	the	My	Brother’s	Keeper	event	at	Eastern																																																									











31 It was not completely clear who was invited to the event and why. Derrick started the session by saying 
that he asked a number of groups to “give [him] some names of citizens” to invite to the event. WICIR URs 
and I questioned why I had been invited to the event and they hadn’t. As discussed in Chapter 4, I imagine 

























































grinder	 [used	 to	make	marijuana	 cigarettes].	 The	 teen	 [who	Luke	had	 cuffed	
and	placed	 in	the	seat]	behind	me	says	“You	know	what	he	 is	doing	 is	wrong.	
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We	 both	 know	 that	 he	 wasn’t	 allowed	 to	 pull	 me	 out	 of	 that	 car.	 Me	 or	my	
friend.	It’s	not	the	first	time	he	did	this	to	me.	It’s	alright	though,	I’m	chillin’.”		
Now	Luke	searches	the	passenger	side.	Now	rear	passenger	side.	He	looks	in	the	
trunk,	pulls	out	a	 tux	 for	prom.	Passenger	says	prom	 is	 tomorrow.	Luke	gives	


































































33 There were instances in which officer’s “human-ness” shocked me as well, which I observed as my own 
tendency to consider officers as somehow different from the general public. At one point, Jane was driving 
down a dark and isolated bridge near a river where she had received a report of someone screaming. She 
and another officer were chatting back and forth over the laptop in her vehicle, and as I glanced at the 
monitor, I noticed she had typed “lol.” I chuckled to myself before reflecting on why that seemed like such 

























































































































• Let’s start at the beginning of the day. What did you do in the morning? Take me through your day.  
o Prompts: 
§ Who was with you? 
§ Is this a typical day? 
• Let’s talk about the raid itself. What do you remember happening? 
§ Who was with you? 
§ What were people saying or doing while it was happening? 
§ How were you feeling? 
• Let’s think about the rest of the day after the raid occurred. What do you remember? 
§ Who was with you? 
§ What were you thinking/feeling? 
§ Who did you contact? 
• Let’s talk about how you felt the days and weeks after the raid. What do you remember? 
§ Who was with you? 
§ What were you thinking/feeling? 
§ Who did you contact? 
• Let’s talk about how you feel now. When you think about the raid, how do you feel?  
§ What makes you think about it? 
§ When do you talk about it? With whom? 
§ How did it affect you? 
§ Do you do anything differently now? 




1. How old are you? _________years 
2. What is your gender? ____Female ____Male 
3. Where were you born (city and country, state if applicable)?___________________________________ Subsample	1	and	2	only:		
4. How many years have you lived in the USA?_________________ 
5. How many years have you lived in Washtenaw County?_______________ 
6. Are you... 
_____single _____dating _____in a committed relationship _____legally married ____separated 
___divorced  ___widowed 
7. How many children less than 18 years of age live in your household?____________ 
 Subsample	3	only	





“directly	involved”).		Domain	 Sample	interview	question	and	probe	Background	 • Tell me about where you grew up and where your family came from. 
• Tell me a little bit about your life right now.  
o Do you work? Do you have children?  
o Can you tell me about your relationships with your family and friends? 
Do they live here in Michigan? 
o How long have you lived in Michigan? In Washtenaw County? Can you 
tell me about how you arrived here? Neighborhood	 • Tell me about your neighborhood.  
o  When I say “community”, what do you think of? Who would you say is 
a part of your community?  
o Do you feel safe outside in your neighborhood? Why or why not? November	7th	Immigration	raid	 • Are you familiar with the immigration raid that occurred on November 11th, 2013? 
o How did you find out about the raid? 
o Why do you think the raid happened?  
o When people ask about the raid, what do you tell them?  
o How likely do you think it is for these raids to happen again? 
o Have you noticed any changes in the community after the raid?  Experience	with	immigration	and	law	enforcement	 • I am interested in some of your interactions with authorities. Can you tell me a bit about that? By “authorities” I mean immigration officials, police, anything like that.  
• Can you tell me about deportation in your community? 
o Has anyone you know been deported? If so, can you tell me about that? 
o Tell me about one of your encounters with law enforcement.  
•  Do you ever get questioned about your documentation status? If so, can you 
describe that interaction for me? Service	utilization	 • Where do you go when you need medical care? What about your family?  
• Are there other services that you need, like legal help, food stamps, or anything 
like that? Where do you go for these services? 
o Take me through one of these interactions. Who is usually there? Who 
do you talk to? Do you feel safe, why or why not?  
o Do you feel safe accessing the services you need? Why or why not? 
• Would you call the police if you felt unsafe? Would you call an ambulance?  
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Form	A4.	Semi-structured	Interview	Guide	for	Subsample	3	(social	service	representatives).		Domain	 Sample	interview	question	and	probe	Background	 • Can you describe to me the work that you do? 
o What are some of the motivating factors for doing the work you do? 
o What would you describe as the community in which you work? 
o What are some of the needs of this community or people in it? Interactions	with	other	organizations	 • In your role as ________, with which other organizations do you interact?  o Are there challenges to these interactions? 
o Do your views of Latinos, immigrants, or immigration differ from others 
at your organization? In other organizations?  
o Do you interact with law enforcement agencies or officers, including 
immigration? If so, can you describe those interactions for me?  Contextual	factors	 • Describe for me a “typical” person that uses your services. What challenges do 
they describe outside of the one for which they contacted you? 
o What challenges do you see that they may not discuss? 
o Do you think immigration law enforcement officials have a presence in 
the community with which you work?  November	7th	Immigration	raid	 • Are you familiar with the immigration raid that occurred on November 11th, 2013? 
o Were you present at the raid? If so, can you take me through the events 
as you remember them starting that morning?  
o How did you find out about the raid? 
o Why do you think the raid happened?  
o When people ask about the raid, what do you tell them?  
o How likely do you think it is for these raids to happen again? 
o Have you noticed any changes in the community after the raid?  		
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Form	A5:	Participant	Observation	Guide.		
Information	relevant	to	research	aims	gained:		
	Discussion	of	portrayal	of	immigrants,	laws,	advocates,	etc.		
	Discussions	of	health	
	Discussions	of	family,	community,	and	effects	of	immigration	enforcement	
	
	
	
New	questions	or	hypotheses	generated	from	event:		
	
	
Related	documents	or	materials:		
	
	
Additional	follow	up	tasks/contacts:	
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